Race Walker Headed To Eugene With GRAAF Grant Help
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                                                                                        For Immediate Release

                            manager@mirandaracewalks.com
(Rush NY, June 20, 2011)  This weekend race walker Miranda Melville will literally “walk with the best” at the 2011 USATF Outdoor T&F Championships in Eugene Oregon with the help of a Greater Rochester Amateur Athletic Federation Inc. (GRAAF), travel and training fund grant.   

“I am really excited I can travel to Eugene for Nationals”, Miranda said.  “Winning this grant helps me continue to pursue my dream of representing the United States at the Olympic games”.

Already in 2011 Miranda walked a lifetime best of 1:41:40 at 20k when she placed 3rd at February’s Pan American Cup Trials in Florida.

The Rush NY native was a champion in the junior ranks and has consistently qualified for the USA Senior Nationals in Track & Field, both Indoors – at the 3000m distance, and Outdoors – at the Olympic 20k distance.  In 2010, at the three major race walk competitions held in the USA, Miranda was 6th at the USA Indoor Nationals, 6th at the USA Outdoor Nationals and 3rd American out of 15 competitors at the World Cup Trials race.  That last race placed her in the 2010 IAAF World Race Walk Cup in Chihuahua, Mexico.  

In 2008 Miranda won USATF’s annual Henry Laskau award presented to that year’s outstanding female junior (19 and younger) athlete in race walking.  In 2010 she was recognized as the nations top collegiate in race walking and the classroom as the recipient of the Al Heppner Scholarship.

The GRAAF grant was established to provide financial assistance to local aspiring athletes and to help them achieve higher national and international performance levels within their sport. The funds goal is to insure serious potential National and International class athletes have access to competitive opportunities regardless of their financial situation. 

The National 20 km Race Walk final for Senior Women will begin in Eugene OR., Sunday, June 26, 2011 at 7:03 am, pst.  The top two USA race walk finishers from the Nationals are eligible to compete at the World T&F Champions in Deagu, Korea later this year.
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